European Public Health in the context of Green
Deal - From COVID-19 Crisis and Climate Change
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 The Covid-19 pandemic crisis caused a
serious 'tectonic’ disturbance in all sectors,
especially pointed out weaknesses of the
healthcare systems.

 The recently adopted European Green
Deal (EGD) should take into account the
Covid-19 pandemic challenge and
maintain its primary objectives.

= However,

One of the main messages regarding
environment, Is that society should
find new economic models less
damaging to the environment and to
biodiversity, Implying circular
economy, a less consumerist and
active society. e.g. a 4 days-working
week. Covid-19 took us to the
extreme of being confined at home,
either working or taking care of our
families.

the Covid-19 (global
guarantine and confinement (and
huge reduction of travelling, mainly
flights) had a great Impact on
decrease of COZ2 levels, on the quality
of air and on biodiversity.

We need more public health
consideration towards effects of
climate change on public health. It is
possible to keep economy
functioning by promoting remote
work supported by digital platforms
and Innovation for International
networks.

Strategically, the European recovery
plan should be aligned with the
EGD. Public Health should be more
engaged on studying future impacts
of climate change on health care
and at the same time should
propose new models for healthy
iving In the line with sustainable
circular economy.
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Action Plan

= The pandemic crisis has shown not
only Individual health risks, but also
global health threats (direct and
Indirect).

= The SARS-CoV-2 virus causes an
iInsufficiently known infectious disease.
The subsidiary health effects are still
countless: mental health, health-
economic costs, deadlock In the other
diseases treatment, etc.
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Telemedicine

* Bringing care closer to the patient
* Increased adoption of remote patient
monitoring systems

-

Point-of-care diagnostics ﬂ
* Rapid diagnosis/treatment of diseases

* Lower costs and convenience for patients
* Quick response to pandemic situations

Patient education & E
awareness platforms

Greater disease awareness through online
health content platforms

* Increased health awareness through the use
of wearables

Self-health management enablers D
* Democratize and empower health seekers
* Lower the cost of care by avoiding hospitalization

Affordable medical

devices :-5'

* Greater emphasis on building innovative,
low cost and portable medical devices
* Encourage ‘Make in India’

Electronic Health Records and

Analytics @
* Support mass screening and epidemiological
programs

« Automation of supply chain to create
efficiencies across the healthcare ecosystem

* Vulnerability and lack of efficient
action In many countries, IS a
strong warning for Europe (and
globally) to insist in strengthening
public health and convert lessons
learned into action.

 The Coronavirus, originating from

destruction of wildlife and
iIntensive animal farming, will
bring more pandemics In the

future.

Public Health should be more
engaged on studying future
Impacts of climate change on
health care.

European Public Health
should reflect about the
COVID-19 impacts on Society
and on I1ts relation with
Climate Change.

Contact e-mail: luis.lapao@ihmt.unl.pt
marija.jevtic@uns.ac.rs
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